Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization (GIS) in Disability Studies (DS)

ASC 800:

Siblings of People with Disabilities:  Involvement through the Life Cycle

Fall 2006

Instructors:  Margo Izzo; Tom Fish (Nisonger Center, OSU)
2 credit hours
Course Description:  This two-credit graduate workshop will expose students to the variety of challenges and opportunities face by brothers and sisters of people with disabilities. Since the sibling relationship is the longest relationship that people will experience in their lives, it is important to understand the nature and history of this bond. Students will be exposed to the various roles and responsibilities often ascribed to siblings. The course will also cover such issues as advocacy, caregiving, friendship, and support. The extent of which the sibling relationship is influenced when the brother/sister has a disability will be addressed.  The course will take advantage of author Rachel Simon’s visit, lecture, and public reading at Ohio State University in Fall 2006; Ms. Simon teaches creative writing at Bryn Mawr College and is the author of the best-selling book, Riding the Bus with My Sister
Course Objectives:
As a result of taking this course students will describe:

1. The sibling relationship for all people in general and for families with members with disabilities in particular;
2. The importance of considering the sibling relationship with the context of the family life cycle;

3. Common myths held about siblings of people with disabilities;

4. Frequently expressed concerns of siblings of people with disabilities;

5. Possible roles siblings play in the lives of their brothers/sisters with disabilities;

6. The role of professionals and the human service system in providing supports and services to people with disabilities.

7. What siblings need from their parents.

Assignments:

1. Attend an introductory (90 minutes) and summary (90 minutes) class seminar with Dr. Tom Fish during the first week of Fall 2006 quarter

2. Attend a lecture by Rachel Simon, visiting author of book Riding the Bus with My Sister, and submit a one-page summary of this lecture within one week following the lecture.  Post summary to course Carmen site.
3. Review and write a one-page critique of the sibling support websites, posting the review to the course Carmen site by the third week of Fall 2006 quarter.

a. http://www.acd.org.au/siblings/index.htm
b. http://www.trisomyonline.org/siblings.htm
c. http://www.thearc.org/faqs/sibling.html
d. http://ericec.org/faq/siblings.html
4. Attend at least three sessions of the Ohio Adult Sibling Conference (October 2006) and write a three-page summary or present an overview of issues discussed at the conference as either a class presentation or at a conference poster session such as the Multiple Perspectives Conference.  Conference summary due and posted on Carmen site by 5th week of Fall 2006 quarter

5. Conduct a 30 – 60 minute phone or face-to-face interview with a sibling (of a person with a disability) and write up a 3-page summary of the interview including impressions and recommendations.  Interview summary should be posted to course Carmen website before or during the 9th week of Fall 2006 quarter.
Grading:

Students will be assigned a grade of “S” (satisfactory) or “U” (unsatisfactory).
Required Readings: 

1.  Simon, Rachel (2005).  Riding the Bus with My Sister
2.  McHugh, Mary. (2002)  Special Siblings: Growing Up with Someone with a Disability

Additional Non-required Readings/Screenings of Interest:

 Lardieri, Leigh A.; Blacher, Jan; Swanson, H. Lee.  “Sibling Relationships and Parent Stress in Families of Children with and without Learning Disabilities.”
Learning Disability Quarterly, v23 n2 p105-16 Spr 2000

Dyson, Lily L. “A Support Program for Siblings of Children with Disabilities: What Siblings Learn and What They Like.” Psychology in the Schools, v35 n1 p57-65 Jan 1998

Summers, Marcia; et al. “Sibling Support Groups.”  Teaching Exceptional Children, v23 n4 p20-25 Sum 1991

McLinden, Stacey E.; et al. “Effects of a Support Group for Siblings of Children with Special Needs.” Psychology in the Schools, v28 n3 p230-37 Jul 1991

Cramer, Sharon; Erzkus, Alan; Pope, Kim; Roeder, Jean; Tone, Tracy; Mayweather, Karen “Connecting with Siblings” TEACHING Exceptional Children, v30 n1 p46-51 Sep-Oct 1997

Rainman (1988).  Dir. Barry Levinson. Starring Dustin Hoffman and Tom Cruise.
Riding the Bus with My Sister.  (2005) Hallmark Hall of Fame production.  Starring Rosie O’Donnell and Andie Macdowell.  Dir. Anjelica Huston
Plagiarism:

As defined in University Rule 3335-31-02, plagiarism is “the representation of another’s works or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word for word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas.”  Plagiarism is one of the most serious offenses that can be committed in an academic community; as such, it is the instructor’s obligation to report all cases of suspected plagiarism to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  See the Office of Academic Affairs, Committee on Academic Misconduct site for the OSU policy on academic misconduct (including procedures for allegations and tips on avoiding plagiarism and maintaining academic integrity): http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html 

Accommodation of students with disabilities:

We all have varying abilities; we all carry various strengths and weaknesses.  Some of these might even be “documented” with a place like the OSU Office for Disability Services (ODS). If so, please let your instructor know. With or without documentation, it is the instructor’s intent to make our learning experience as accessible as possible. With documentation, the instructor is especially interested in providing any student accommodations that have probably been best determined by the student and an ODS counselor in advance.  If you wish to have an accommodation for disability, please contact your instructor so that we can maximize your learning potential, participation, and general access in this course. The Office of Disability Services is located at 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, phone 292-3307 (TDD 292-0901).  See: http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu
